Community Dialogue about the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict

Opening
Welcome and Orientation 

Agreements 

Introductions

Small Group Discussion: Each person will take turns responding to the following questions. After three rounds, we will hold an open, "connected" conversation. 
Hopes for the Dialogue

First Question 
How have events related to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict affected you personally? Is there something you'd be willing to share about yourself or your life experiences that may relate to how you've responded to the conflict?

Second Question 
What’s the heart of the matter for you personally? 

Third Question 
What have you been finding difficult to sort out in your own mind or to speak about? What are some of the mixed feelings, value conflicts, and/or areas of confusion or uncertainty about the conflict that stand out most in your mind? 

Connected Conversation
Closing 
PROPOSED AGREEMENTS
Regarding the spirit of our speaking and listening,

1. We will speak for ourselves and from our own experience.

2. We will not criticize the views of other participants or try to persuade them.

3. We will listen with resilience, “hanging in” when what is said is hard to hear.

Regarding the form of our speaking and listening,

1. We will participate within the time frames suggested by the facilitator.

2. We will not interrupt except to indicate that we cannot hear a speaker.

3. We will “pass” if we do not wish to speak. 
Confidentiality:
After today's dialogue session, when we discuss what has happened here with others, we will not attach any individual's name or other identifying information to any specific comment or question. We are free to share with others what was said during the dialogue, but we will not share who said what.

Suggestions for the Connected Conversation

This is a time to make connections between what is on your mind and something others have said. You can identify and pursue a theme, explore similarities and dissimilarities, ask questions, or comment on how what you've heard has been enriching, or, perhaps, unsettling. You may want to: 

*Note a point of learning. Have you heard something that stirred fresh thoughts or feelings?

*Pick up and weave a thread. Has a theme or idea emerged that you'd like to add to?

*Clarify differences. Have you heard something you disagreed with? First, check to see if you understood it correctly. Then say what was unsettling and why.

*Ask a question. Is there something someone said that you'd like to understand better? If you ask a question, be sure it reflects genuine curiosity and is not a challenge in disguise.

(This workshop plan comes from the Public Conversations Project: www.publicconversations.org.)
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